
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1892] Synopses of Important Articles. 61 

questions as to the genuineness, authenticity, authorship, canon, etc., i. e. , 
questions of criticism. What has criticism done ? Vindicated the traditional 
view on some of these points ; shown that that view is untenable in some other 
cases. The Pentateuch discussion has more or less clearly demonstrated its 
composite character. Editorial work in the Old Testament has been brought 
to light. Isaiah 40-66 is not Isaiah's in the judgment of the best scholars. 
The attacks on the genuineness of the Fourth Gospel have been triumphantly 
repelled. Four epistles of Paul are practically left unquestioned. This is his- 
tory. Now inspiration theories must take these things into account. But 
what becomes of the authority of the Scriptures ? It rests on the revelation 
recorded in the Bible. Christ gives authority to the Scriptures. For those 
who believe in Jesus Christ as the Son of God, there is an irremovable basis 
for the doctrine of Holy Scripture as a sufficient, complete, infallible guide in 
things pertaining to God, the sole authoritative rule of faith and practice. 
Questions do arise when we pass to the form, the way, this revelation has 
come. This is the domain of criticism. Many wild guesses and improbable 
conjectures have been made by critics. We cannot allow " pious frauds," yet 
much that we may not have expected criticism may point out, without inter- 
fering with Scripture's sacredness and authority. As for en-ors — a divine 
revelation is not per se to be regarded as free from errors. Let lis wait and 
see whether any can be proved. But above all let us keep in mind first the 
great ends for which the Bible was written and not lose time by being eager 
about the means we may think necessary to secure those ends. 

A calm, dispassionate, open-minded discussion of the situation in the biblical field, 
somewhat too desultory and a little vacillating, but showing the writer to be a Christian 
and a scholar. 



Hire of the Labourers in the Vineyard.* — The main purpose of this parable 
is to contrast the spirit of bargaining with that of trustful service. The re- 
ward for those who labored trustfully one hour is equal to the whole day's 
wage paid to those who had made their contract sure. But there are other 
laborers mentioned who labored trustfully for longer periods. Is it true as 
Trench asserts that all between the last and the first received the penny as 
well? No, the hire of the trustful laborers must be conceived of as rising 
according to the duration of their toil, and on the generous scale of remuner- 
ation instanced in the case of those that had labored for only a single hour, 
(i) It is implied in the logic of the parable itself. The argfumentis " a fortiori " 
— the eleventh-hour ones represent the principle of trust when its claims are 
at the weakest. If such trust is so rewarded, how abundant in results must 
be a long day's trustful toil. (2) With this view agrees the context of the fore- 
going chapters. The young man (Matt. 19 : 16) has a bargaining spirit ; so 
Peter, though his words had a better spirit, looks for reward. Hence the par- 
able — trustful service rewarded and proportionally. (3) It gives an adequate 
meaning to the intermediate laborers in the parable. What are they there for 
but to impede the course of affairs and confuse the reckoning unless it is taken 
for granted that the data are given for estimating the hire of all trustful 
laborers by the reward given to a part of them. The bargaining laborers 
thought that they should receive more but how should their expectation have 

*By Rev. Charles Connor, in the Bxpository TimeSy August, 1891, pp. 261-263, 
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arisen unless the trustful laborers for the longer times had already been paid 
in an ascending scale on the basis of a day's wage for an hour's work ? Natur- 
ally then the bargainers grumbled, not the trustful ones. (4) It vindicates the 
character of the lord of the vineyard. We vaguely feel that there is injustice 
somewhere in the arrangement. And surely the lord did wrong those who 
trusted him if all of them were paid alike. But on this view both his justice 
and his generosity are vindicated. (5) It vindicates the consistency of Christ's 
teaching, which everywhere holds that all shall receive according to their 
works. But the old view if logically held results in the inference that it mat- 
ters not when we enter Christ's service. This view indicates how greatly the 
reckoning will be affected by delay. The old view arose out of the thought 
that the main purpose of the parable was to teach that as the chief of sinners 
might be saved, so the holiest and best could not be more than saved. On the 
other hand not salvation, but service and its spirit is the keynote. 
A clever and charming piece of exegetical work. 



